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1. My ag | fot out of Prejudice, but the utmoft. Good-Wil to both 


: Whiggs and Diffenters. — : ey ite 
h 2. The Separation of the Diffenters is Caufle/s, and upon the Greateft Oncertainty, 
5. themfelves being Judges. A Demonftration of Epifcopacy. 

7. 3. The Confequence of Breaking off from. it. 

a 4. It throws Men out of the Church. 


_ Their Ordisations are Invalid and Sacrilegioas. 








If the -Apoftles did Delegat.Bifhops nnder 
them, in all the Chriftian Churches which 
they Planted throughout the whole. Earth: 

If Epifcopacy was the Kaown’and Re- 
ceiv’d Government of all the Churches in the 
World, in the <Apoffolical Age, and all the 
Succeeding Ages for 1500 Years: 

if it was not Poflible for Churches fo 
Difpers’d in fo: many far diftant Regions, 
to Concert all together, and at Once, to Al- 
ter that Frame of Government which had 
been left them by the Apoffles: 

If fuch an Alteration of Government cou’d 
not be, without Great Notice to be taken 
of it; as if the Government of a Nation was 
Chang’d from Common-Wealth to Monarchy : 

And if no Author or Hiftorian of thofe 
Times make the leaft mention of any fuch 
Change Of Government, but: all with one 
Voice {peak of Epifcopacy, and the Succef- 
fion of the Bifbops invall the Churches, from 
the Days ofthe Apofties; And in thofe 


. 6. Their Ministrations more Culpable than of any Lay-Maz or Woman in Cafe 
{ of Neceffity. 
a 4. The fafeft Rule in Cafes of Neceffity. ee 
8. No Affurance of Baptifm with the Diffenters. But a full Certaéuty in the 
Ca. Church, by the Confeffion even of the Daffenters. 
hem - 
sin SATURDAY, O@ober 11. 1707. 
the , 
3, 
in th : 
Country-man. OU have. made your 
A ate Yy felf many Enemies, 1Za- 
fer, by talking fo free- 
ly againft the Whiggs and Diffenters, 
(1.) Rehearfal. 1 wou’d willingly Difpleafe 
no Man, but live at. Peace with all the 
World. I hate no Man’s Perfon, but wou’d 
call'd do him al] the Good that is in my Power. 
wd But if I cannot do him that Good with- 
out Difpleafing him, I ought to prefer his 
Good to the Difturbing him a little, elfe 
I do not really Love him. And if he 
takes offence at me for this, it is his Fault, 
not mine. ; é 
What I have faid againft the Whiggs 
was truely from the Senfe I had of the 
Pernicious Confequence of their Principles, 
which undermine all Governments that are 
poflible to be ia the World, aud lay an 
eternal Fund for Sedition and Rebeilion. 
And as to the Diffenters upon the Point 
fj of Religion, 1 look upon their Cafe with 


the Greateft Compaffion and Concern that is 
poflible for the Sake of their Souls, which 
to me they feem to Hazard upon the Grea- 
telt Uncertainty, and the moft Canjle/ly of 
any upon the Earth. 


(2.) Firft Canflefly, becanfe they Pretend 
to be one with us in Doftrin and Worfhip, 
and Break off for nothing but what them- 
felves call Indifferent things;' And in which 
they Declare they can Comply Occafionally 
with a Good Confcience. 

"But then, Secondly, their Separation is 
upon the Greateft Uncertainty, if not a Cer- 
tainty againft them. .Which | earneftly In- 
vite them to Confider, with that Seriou/ne/s 
which their Eternal Salvation do’s Require. 

For if Chrift delegated His Power. to His 
Apofties, and they to others, to Continue 
tothe End of the World. 


Ages of Zeal, when the Chriftians were fo 
Forward to Sacrifice their Lives in Oppo- 
fition to any Error or Deviation from the 
Trath, no one takes any Notice of Epi/copacy 
as being an Encroachment upon the Right 
of the Presbyters'or the People,or a Devi- 
ation from the :Apoffolical \nftitution : 

I fay, if thefe-things are not Pofible to 
any Thinking Man, then Epifcopacy mult be 
the Primitive and <Apoffolical inftitution. And 
it is as Jmpofible to be otl-erwife, as to fuppofe 
that all the Great AMonarchies in the World 
fhould be Turn’d into Common-Wealths or the 
Common Wealths into Monarchies, all at one In- 
ftant, and yet that no Body fhou’d know it, or 
that thofe who wrote the Hifferies of thofe 
Times fhou’d take no Notice of ig; or any 
Man be found to Affert his Liberty and Free- 


dom againft fach Flagrant U/arpations ! Or 


that none of thofe who had the Governments 
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before fhou’d Complain of any Wrong done 
to them, or fet up their Claim‘ 

Country-m, Such Revolutions cou’d not Hap- 
pen, bue they wou’d have fet. the World in 
a Flame. And if Presbysery or any, other 
Form of Government except Bpi/copaey had been 
the Primitive Inftitutiod, the Biffops cou’d 
never have Stolen themfelves ifito Poflefli- 
on, and Ufurp’d upon all Churches, without 
any Notice, and without yvaft Seruggling and 
Conteft. 

Is not the Change of. Church Government 
in Seotland trom Epifcopacy to Prisbytery fince 
the Revolution, very well known? And was 
it not known, that the Church of Exgland 
was overthrown in the late Times of U/ur- 
pation ? Is ther any Hiftory of thofe Times 
do’s not make Meation of it? 

How then can we fuppofe That Epi/copacy 
(if an Ufurpation) fhou’d have Prevail’d in 
all the Churches of the World, without the 
leaft Notice or Oppofition by any whatfo- 
ever ? 


(3.) Rebearf. This being fettl’d I think to 
a Demonftration, 1 woud next lay before 
the Diffenters what the Confequence will be, 
if we wilfully and without any Aeceffity break 
off from Epifcopacy, which has Defcended to 
us from the Apofiles by as Clear and Evi- 
dent Faé? as that ther were Emperors in Rome 
after Cefar or Kings in England fince Wiliam 
the Conqueror. For it is as Evident in all 
Ecclefiaftical’ Hiftories, that ther were Bifhops 
in all Charches trom the very Beginning. 


(4) Country-m. If Bifhops then were Con- 
fiieuted as* Governors of Churches he>that 
Difowns the Governor of any Society or Cor- 
poration Difowns the Government of it, and 
cannot be calil’d a Adember of fuch a Society, 
and Confequently has no Title or Right to 
the Frivileges of it. 

Rebearfy Vhis is Evident: both in Fad and 
Reafon every day beforeour Eyes. And the 
Diffenters wilh Allow it-in every Cafe’ ‘but 
thew own. Aadin their own, when any Break 
off trom them. Therefore I would Earneft- 
ly Exbort them to Confider:of their Cafe, 
and that ittnuft be the fame in their Cafe 
as in Others, for that the Resjon is the fame. 


(5:) And if fo, then their Ordinations in 
Oppofition to. Epifcopacy-are. not only Inva- 
lide but Sacrilege, and ‘Rebellion againft Chrift 
who did Jnftiture this Society, and gave them 
their Charter... And if? their Ord:mations are 
Nuh, then their Baptifm is fo too, and «all 
their Ordinances, They are out of the vifi- 
ble Church, and have ‘no: Right to any of 
the Promifes ti.the Gofpel} which are all made 
t0 the Chareh, and to ‘none other. 


(6.) Coantryons, Nay E-think, A4cfer, that 
Baptifos by anyother Lay-Adan or by a Mia- 


who pretend to have Ordination, byt hav 
none, except what is worfe than None that i. 
what is in Direét Oppofition to the Chur : 
For thefif of ehefePretend to no tit 
on OY Aurhority, but Excufe themfelves. Bares 
ly upon the Point of Neceffity, ang wou'd 
not have “thought if Lawfil'for themto dg 
if any Clergyman had heen Prefent: Where. 
as the orber Claim, it as'their Righr, and in 
preference to the Bifhops or Clergy, The 
Difference feems to me 5_as ifin my Abfence 
one fhould Break open my Doors in Cafe of 
a Fire, and. a Houfe-Brexke? thou’d do it to 
Rob me. a 


(7) Rebearf. I bave told you before, That 
if we Cannot.have the Ordinances as Chrift has 
Commanded them, it is more Dutiful:to God 
and Exprefles greater Humility in our felves, 
to pray Him not to Imptue the want of them 
to us, than to take upon us to Inftitute new 
Ordinances, or fet up a new Priefthood of our 
own Heads, as Feroboam and Micah did. 

But itis Certainly lefs Culpable fora Ly. 
Man to do fome one Priefily act, asto Bap- 
tize &c. upona Neceffity, and where no Cler. 
gy-man isto be had, than if he fhon’d fet 
up falfe Orders, and Pretend to the Office, and 
gather Congregations atter him, in direct Op- 
pofition to the Church, and to Tear her in 
Pieces. Ther is no Comparifon betwixt thefe 
two Cafes. ' 


(8) And now I apply my felf with a 
Chriftian Concern to our Mifled Diffenters, 
and let them fee and Confider, that when 
they Receive the Sacraments of Baptifm ot 
the Lord's Supper in their Congregations, they 
Receive no Sacraments nor are their Children 
Baptiz'd more than if a Porter or Midwife 
had done it. Nay, that it had been lefs Gut. 
tily done by either of thefe, in Cafe of Necefity, 
than by the Others in the Ordinary way. 
Whofe Miniftrations are not only Void and 
Nad, for want of Lawful Authority, but are 
Sacritegious, and like the Offerings of Korah, 
are Rebellion againft the Lord. And will Ten- 
der Parentscarry their Children to fuch, at 
leaft, Difputed Baprifms? While the Presby- 
terians themfelves Deny not the validity of 
Epifcopal Ordination, and Confequently of the 
Sacraments Adminifter’d by their Hands. 
Will you run a Hazard then, where your 
Sonls are Concer’d, and of your Children, 
where you may be Sure, by Confeffion of all 
Parties, even of thofe ‘who Adi/lead you? O 
lay your hand upon. your Heart, and ftand 
not out wilfully againft your own Salvation, 
and in fo Plain a Cafe, where you have no 
Excufe ! 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


HE Deifts Manual: ora Rational Enquiry into 
the Chriftian Religion. “with fome Confidera- 





wife in Cafe of Necefity, is more Excufable, 
and that I fhou’d havea lefs Sin to An-: 
fwer for, if E. fhou'd Suffer my ° Chia |, 


tions on Mr. Hobbs, Spinofa, the Oracles of Reafon, 
Second Thoug’ts, &c. by C. Gildom, Gent. Publifher 
of the Oracles of Reafon. To which is prefixd a 
Letter from the Author of the Method with the Deifts. 
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to be Baptiz’d by fuch an One; than by thofe : 
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